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Kindergarten: A Child’s Place in Time and Space
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Kindergarten:  A Child’s Place in Time and Space

                                      

	      Stated Thinking Processes and Skills 

from the Indicators
	“Attributes” Impact a  Student’s Success
	Identify the Problem

Introduce

	compare: to determine how two things are alike and/or different; the common/critical attributes must be identified.  

Compare is involved in nearly ALL of the following:

demonstrate:  to make clear by using examples or experiments; to show your reasoning  

describe:  to analyze into its parts but less detailed than explain

distinguish:  to identify as different from others; to clearly recognize common/critical attributes

identify: to show or prove the sameness of

recognize:  to examine closely and identify the common and critical attributes

sort:  to put things together that have the same feature(s)  (classify, categorize, group)

Students must distinguish common and critical attributes.

Other Stated Verbs in the Indicators: communicate         recite

discuss                   take

listen                       use

make                       work

participate             
	Common attribute:  the special characteristic that is shared by all of the objects in the set.

Critical attribute:  the special characteristic that makes this object different from all other objects in the set.

The critical thinking skill of attributing is needed in order to:

· sequence 

· compare - contrast, and 

· classify a set of ideas or objects.  

(categorize, group, sort)

Explain means to:

· make plain or clear; understandable

· give reasons for.

Their responses must include sufficient quality information and proof.  This frequently involves providing evidence about relationships.

Explain requires more details than describe. 

Kindergarten Technique:  Use the term “tell,” but require students to begin giving quality evidence and reasons for their responses.   (Think Alouds)

Explain becomes the most frequently stated verb in the Indicators K-12.  
	Activate students' prior knowledge by asking them if they ever have had a problem to solve. Call on several students to share their thoughts. 

Next, introduce a chart with four columns and headings:  Somebody---Wanted --- But --- So

Explain to students that many problems and solutions can be illustrated by filling in the graphic organizer. 

· Somebody is a person who wants or needs something.   (character)

· Wanted is the thing that person wants or needs.  ( plot)

· But is the problem that is getting in the way of what the person wants or needs. (problem)

· So is the solution to the problem. 

Example:  Beauty and the Beast

· Somebody:  the cursed beast 

· Wanted:  wanted someone to break the spell and to love him for himself

· But:  he is mean, selfish, and unfriendly

· So:  Belle (Beauty) shows him how to become a better person. 

Transfer to historic events, economic issues and daily decision making, etc.   See the graphic organizer page 18.

Adapted from:  Karen Garcia, Parkview Elementary, Opa-locka, Florida



Kindergarten – History Standard

Students use materials drawn from the diversity of human experience to analyze and interpret significant events, patterns and themes in the history of Ohio, the United States and the world.  


Kindergarten – History Standard (continued)

Students use materials drawn from the diversity of human experience to analyze and interpret significant events, patterns and themes in the history of Ohio, the United States and the world.  

Kindergarten – People in Societies Standard 
Students use knowledge of perspectives, practices and products of cultural, ethnic and social groups to analyze the impact of their commonality and diversity within local, national, regional and global settings.   


Kindergarten – Geography Standard 
Students use knowledge of geographic locations, patterns, and processes to show the interrelationship between the physical environment and human activity, and to explain the interactions that occur in an increasingly interdependent world.

Kindergarten – Geography Standard (continued)
Students use knowledge of geographic locations, patterns, and processes to show the interrelationship between the physical environment and human activity, and to explain the interactions that occur in an increasingly interdependent world.

Kindergarten – Economics Standard
Students use economic reasoning skills and knowledge of major economic concepts, issues and systems in order to make informed choices as producers, consumers, savers, investors, workers, and citizens in an interdependent world.  

Kindergarten – Government Standard 
Students use knowledge of the purposes, structures, and processes of political systems at the local, state, national, and international levels to understand that people create systems of government as structures of power and authority to provide order, maintain stability and promote the general welfare.


Kindergarten – Government Standard (continued)

Students use knowledge of the purposes, structures, and processes of political systems at the local, state, national, and international levels in order to understand that people create systems of government as structures of power and authority to provide order, maintain stability and promote general welfare.


Kindergarten – Citizenship Rights and Responsibilities Standard 
Students use knowledge of the rights and responsibilities of citizenship in order to examine and evaluate civic ideals and to participate in community life and the American democratic system.


Kindergarten – Social Studies Skills and Methods Standard 
Students collect, organize, evaluate and synthesize information from multiple sources to draw logical conclusions.  Students communicate this information using appropriate social studies terminology in oral, written or multimedia form and apply what they have learned to societal issues in simulated or real-world settings.  


Kindergarten – Social Studies Skills and Methods Standard (continued)

Students collect, organize, evaluate and synthesize information from multiple sources to draw logical conclusions.  Students communicate this information using appropriate social studies terminology in oral, written or multimedia form and apply what they have learned to societal issues in simulated or real-world settings.  

 

Performance Activity – Kindergarten

1. Cultural Holiday Activity

Example: Chinese New Year’s Parade

· Students begin unit by learning about the customs/traditions of the holiday.  This can be done through reading of stories, guest speakers and other activities.  Students can compare/contrast this holiday to our holidays.  Students can compare/contrast dates/seasons/length of holidays.

· Students will make masks, parade dragons and musical instruments from different materials.

· Students will learn a Chinese phrase to recite during the parade.

· Upon completion, students will have parade performance for all the school to view.  

2. Assessment

· Participation/completion of projects for the unit

· Behavior/cooperation during the parade

· Observation

· Oral reporting about the New Year during the parade to other classes.

3. Indicators

· History Standard 

- B2, C5

· People in Societies Standard 

-A1, B2

· Geography Standard

- A1, B5

· Economic Standard

- A2, 

· Government Standard

- A1, C3

· Citizenship Rights and Responsibilities Standard

- A1, B2, B3, B4

· Social Studies Skills and Methods Standard

· - A1, B3, C4, D5

Ohio Benchmarks


Grades K-2


 


A.  Use a calendar to determine the day, week, month and year. 




















B.  Place events in correct order on a time line. 
























































Grade-Level Indicators








Chronology


1.  Recite the days of the week.




































































Chronology


2.  Use vocabulary associated with time to 


     distinguish broad categories of historical time 


     such as long ago, yesterday, today and 


     tomorrow.  





3.   Demonstrate understanding of one’s own personal life history such as birth, toddler and preschool.





























Activities/Resources





Morning Calendar Activities – songs “Days of the Week”  (Dr. Jean Feldman cd’s)








Morning Calendar Activities


School Calendar Activities (Special School Activities, Right to Read Week, Drug Awareness Week)





Family Time Line (incorporate long ago here)


Students can bring in pictures of themselves to show their growth, such as, infant, toddler to present.


3.  Class book about each student:  draw & dictate.





Literature Connection:


Cookie’s Week – Cindy Ward


In Times Long Ago – Rozanne L. Williams


The Little House – Virginia Lee Burton


Long Ago and Today – Rozanne L. Williams


Very Hungry Caterpillar – Eric Carle (Days of the Week)


Today is Monday – Eric Carle (Days of the Week)








Ohio Benchmarks


Grades K-2








D.  Recognize that the actions of individuals make a difference, and relate the stories of       people from diverse backgrounds who have contributed to the heritage of the United States.  


















































  












































Model, represent and explain addition as combining sets and counting on. (G)








Grade-Level Indicators


























Heritage


4.  Recognize state and federal holidays and explain their significance.





5.  Listen to and discuss songs, poetry, literature 


     and drama that reflect the cultural heritages 


     of the people of the United States.  























Ohio Benchmarks


Grades K-2





A.  Identify practices and products of diverse cultures. 
































B.  Identify ways that different cultures within the United States and the world have shaped our national heritage. 


















































Grade-Level Indicators








Cultures


1.  	Identify ways that individuals in the family, 


     school and community are unique and 


     ways that they are the same.


     












































Diffusion


2.  	Identify different cultures through the study of holidays, customs and traditions utilizing language, stories, folktales, music and the arts.




















Ohio Benchmarks


Grades K-2














A.  Identify elected leaders and authority figures in the home, school and community and explain reasons for having persons in authority. 


























B.  Recognize and explain the importance of symbols and landmarks of the United States.

















Grade-Level Indicators





























Role of Government


1.  Identify authority figures in the home, school and


     community.




































































Role of Government


2.  Recognize symbols of the United States that represent 


     its democracy and values including:


	a. the national flag;


	b. the Pledge of Allegiance.







































































Ohio Benchmarks


Grades K-2





C.  Explain the purposes of rules in different settings and the results of adherence to, or       violation of, the rules. 















































Grade-Level Indicators























Rules and Laws


3.  Identify purposes for having rules and ways that 


     they provide order, security and safety in the 


     home, school and community.  


     


 




















Grade-Level Indicators























Scarcity and Resource Allocation


1.  Recognize that people have many 


     wants.





2.  Explain how people make decisions in 


     order to satisfy their wants.




















   

















Production, Distribution and Consumption


3.  Identify goods and services.











Ohio Benchmarks


Grades K-2





A.  Explain how the scarcity of resources requires people to make choices to satisfy their wants. 


























B.  Distinguish between goods and services and explain how people can be both buyers and sellers of goods and services. 


      



































Activities/Resources











4. refer to 4. in Citizenship Rights and Responsibilities Standard


    Student of the Week activities (children orally report about  


     themselves and their family)





4.  Create an “Expert” book –  Have students illustrate and write a book about something they are on “expert” on (dogs, baseball, etc.)  Students can share their work in an “Expert Expo”.

















5. Cooperative Learning Groups














Ohio Benchmarks


Grades K-2





C.  Communicate information orally, visually or in writing.























D.  Identify a problem and work in groups to solve it.    






































Ohio Benchmarks


Grades K-2



































A.  Obtain information from oral, visual, print and electronic sources. 

















B.  Predict outcomes based on factual information.



































Universal:  Applies to All Indicators


Grade-level indicators leading to the attainment of the Social Studies Skills and Methods Standard are listed at the grade level where they should be emphasized.  Although indicators are not listed more than once, it is understood that students will continue to develop skills at successive grade levels with increasingly more difficult content.  For example, kindergartners may compare a cellular telephone and an old-fashioned telephone while twelfth graders may compare the views of two candidates on a particular issue.























Obtaining Information


1.  Listen for information. 





















































Thinking and Organizing


2.  Sort objects or pictures according to appropriate 


     criteria.





3.  Compare similarities and differences among objects 


     or pictures:	 


a. arrange according to attributes on the board or 


    floor;


	b. discuss what they notice about the 


                objects/pictures.











Activities/Resources
































1. Listening Lotto Games


1.  Practice listening skills (create a poster with visuals of listening skills)


1.  Fish is Fish by Leo Leonni – have kids draw the pictures just by listening to the story without seeing the illustrations.


1.  Listen to stories on tape and ask students respond to comprehension questions.


1.  KWL Research – listen for answers to student generated questions on a website with audio and then record the information on a chart.





2 & 3  in different categories: community workers, holiday items, goods/services





2.  Sort = Classify and the needed preskills are:


	- Be able to Observe


	- Define common/critical attributes


	- Be able to compare





3.  Arrange objects or pictures on the board or floor to 


     create a type of graph.  Discuss the “patterns” students 


     notice about the graph.





3.  Compare:  the needed preskills are:


	- How to observe


	- Define and recognize common/critical attributes


	- Define features/characteristics











Ohio Benchmarks


Grades K-2





B.  Identify physical and human features of places. 






































C.  Explain how environmental processes influence human activity and ways humans depend  on and adapt to the environment. 





















































Ohio Benchmarks


Grades K-2





A.  Identify the location of the state of Ohio, the United States, the continents and oceans on maps, globes and other geographic representations.



















































































Grade-Level Indicators








Location


1.  Identify and correctly use terms related to location, 


     direction and distance including:


	a. up/down;


	b. over/under;


	c. here/there;


	d. front/back;


	e. behind/in front of.





2.  Recite home address.





3.  Make models and maps representing real places 


     including the classroom. 





4.  Distinguish between land and water on maps and 


    globes.  








































































































Activities/Resources








4.  Example activities for 4.


Labor Day – dedicated to the social and economic achievement of workers.  Discuss wants, needs, goods and services (see economic standard) (see www.jeannepasero.com/ldaykids.html)


Columbus Day – Christopher Columbus discovers America (see � HYPERLINK "http://www.kidsdomain.com/holiday/columbusday.html" ��www.kidsdomain.com/holiday/columbusday.html�


Veteran’s Day – � HYPERLINK "http://www.enchantedlearning.com/crafts/vetersns/" ��www.enchantedlearning.com/crafts/vetersns/�


Thanksgiving Day-  map the Pilgrims Voyage, wants/needs, Cook class thanksgiving dinner, 


-incorporates all standards except government,


 � HYPERLINK "http://www.enchantedlearning/crafts/thanksgiving/" ��www.enchantedlearning/crafts/thanksgiving/�


Marin Luther King, Jr. Day � HYPERLINK "http://www.kidsdomain.com/holiday/mlk/" ��www.kidsdomain.com/holiday/mlk/�


President’s Day – � HYPERLINK "http://www.enchantedlearning.com/crafts/presidentsday/" ��www.enchantedlearning.com/crafts/presidentsday/�


Memorial Day – � HYPERLINK "http://www.kidsdomain/holidays" ��www.kidsdomain/holidays�








5. Website � HYPERLINK "http://www.kidsdomian/holidays" ��www.kidsdomian/holidays�


Listen to stories/songs/poems of interesting people and events.  Use President’s Day as an opportunity to discuss George Washington and Abraham Lincoln.


List of books see � HYPERLINK "http://www.superpages.com/enlightenme/everydayliteracy/archives/" ��www.superpages.com/enlightenme/everydayliteracy/archives/�














Activities/Resources











1.Invite speakers in from the community to discuss their responsibilities and then compare them to school and family responsibilities.





- List materials community helpers use and compare with other workers





























Incorporate music, compare/contrast different cultures.


represent a variety of countries from various continents


Have kids share their family traditions for the holidays.


Compare/contrast different ways of celebrating holidays (i.e., Christmas, Hannukah, Kwanzaa)


2.  Read a variety of books about different holidays.

















Activities/Resources











Relate to being a good citizen and responsibilities


identify authority figures thru community helper cards.


Discuss who is the authority figure at home, school & community


Use cameras to take pictures of people who work at school.  Have students write about the jobs and why it is important.  Post pictures and/writing around the school.























Display the flag and recite the Pledge of Allegiance


-introduce/explain other symbols ex. Coins,  Eagle, Statue of Liberty, etc.


2.  Listen to and talk about patriotic children’s music. (“Kids’ Songs tapes).








Literature Connections:


The Flag We Love – Pam Munoz Ryan


My Country ‘Tis of Thee – Rebecca Germany


The Pledge of Allegiance – Big Book by Macmillan/McGraw Hill Publishing











Activities/Resources











3.  Compare/contrast rules for home, school and community


-discuss importance and the need for rules.  


-Incorporate safety issues into the discussion





3.  Security examples:


	-locked doors = keep strangers from coming into your 


 home and our school building


	-people sign-in at the office = know who is in building





3.  Safety examples:


	-no running the halls = prevents falling, accidents


	-wear helmets when biking = prevents head injuries


	-keep matches away from children = prevents fires


	- no talking during fire drills = can hear safety directions





3.  Have students work together to create class rules with


 guidance from the teacher.











Kindergarten Scope and Sequence - A Child’s Place in Time and Space


The kindergarten year is a time for getting acquainted with the school setting and routines. Students begin to understand the importance of rules, responsibility and decision-making. They are introduced to the cultural heritage of the United States and democratic principles through the study of national symbols and holidays. They also learn about other cultures so that they can begin to form concepts about the world beyond their own classroom and community.








Activities/Resources











1 & 2.Students choose two items from a catalog and explain their choices.  Why they would like to have the items.


compare wants of adults in the school.


discuss where adults/kids get money


discuss how/why to save money


brainstorm a class list of needs and wants (use pictures or bring items in)


Help students distinguish between needs and wants by having them justify why something is a need vs. a want.














3.Use picture cards to categorize goods and services.














Literature Connection:


The Little Red Hen or The Three Little Pigs – Paul Galdone


A Chair for My Mother – Vera B. Williams





Grade-Level Indicators








Communicating Information


4.  Communicate information.  



































Problem Solving


5.  Work with others by sharing, taking turns and 


     raising hand to speak.  



































 





Ohio Benchmarks


Grades K-2





A.  Describe the results of cooperation in group settings and demonstrate the necessary skills.























B.  Demonstrate personal accountability, including making choices and taking responsibility


for personal actions. 















































Grade-Level Indicators























Participation


1.  Participate and cooperate in classroom activities.















































Rights and Responsibilities


2.  Take personal responsibility to follow directions and 


     rules.





3.  Demonstrate the ability to make choices and take 


     responsibility for personal actions.





4.  Discuss the attributes and actions of a good citizen 


     with emphasis on:


	a. trust;


	b. respect; 


	c. honesty;


	d. responsibility;


	e. fairness;


	f.  compassion;


	g. self-control.





 








Activities/Resources








1.  - Group Activities/ working as a team


     - Learning centers


     - Helper jobs in the classroom





1.  Team relays and ice-breaker activities.


1.  Model how to participate in activities.


























2. Discuss “what being responsible means…”


2.  Have kids create a poster that depicts students/people being responsible.





3.   Role play


           bring in conflict resolution for choices





4.  Choose Good Citizen of the Day – students will share  


     reasons why another student has been a good citizen  at 


     the end of the day.


        (teacher will match students description to (A-G) 


          characteristics.)


4.  Develop a citizenship trait for the month.  Discuss what it 


      means.  Establish criteria for recognizing students who 


      are displaying the trait.  Select a citizen of the month that 


      exemplifies the citizenship trait.











Activities/Resources








5. Walking school tour – as a class, draw a map of the school/classroom


5.  Scavenger Hunt – students follow “clues” to different parts of the school.





6. List what surrounds student’s home area, dictate to teacher and then compare all students 



































7. discuss items in the classroom and their natural resources and discuss alternatives for these products.  


 - Earth day activities





7.  natural resource:  a productive resource supplied by nature such as trees, water, oil, etc.








Literature Connection: 


A House is a House for Me – Mary Ann Hoberman


City Mouse, Country Mouse - Aesop





Grade-Level Indicators























Places and Regions


5.  Demonstrate familiarity with the school’s layout.





6.  Describe the immediate surroundings of home 


     such as, streets, buildings, fields, woods, or 


     lakes.









































Human Environmental Interaction


7.  Identify key natural resources that are used in 


     the students’ daily lives.  











Activities/Resources








Incorporate thru physical education activities (games, music)


-  use opposite picture cards – have children match


act out position words


relay activities (ex. Pass ball over your head and then under your legs)








Draw a picture of their house and label it with their address.


- put student’s address to song/sing daily to review


Family Project – make a map/model of their room at home.


3.  Digital maps – use cameras to take pictures around the school building and add to a large map.


view globes, maps to distinguish land/water





color in simple map


make map using blocks, blocks, etc.





Literature Connection:


Blue Bug’s Vegetable Garden – Virginia Poulet


Me on the Map – Joan Sweeney








Media Connection:


Dora the Explorer – TV Program, books, videos help support geography  skills.
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