Kindergarten

	Standard: Phonemic Awareness, Word Recognition and Fluency Standard

	Students in the primary grades learn to recognize and decode printed words, developing skills that are the foundations for independent reading. They discover the alphabetic principle (sound-symbol match) and learn to use it in figuring out new words. They build a stock of sight words that helps them to read quickly and accurately with comprehension. By the end of third grade, they demonstrate fluent oral reading, varying their intonation and timing as appropriate for the text.

	Benchmark:  A.  Use letter-sound correspondence knowledge and structural analysis to decode words.

	Indicators:
	Activities & Resources
	Assessment
	Notes

	2.  Identify and complete rhyming words and patterns.
	Books with rhyming words – leave out the word have students supply it.
	Give me a word that rhymes with frog.
	Highlight rhyming words

Clap on a rhyme

	3.  Distinguish the number of syllables in words by using rhythmic clapping, snapping or counting.
	Start with their names.  

“I’m thinking of a word that has two syllables (claps) and you eat from it – table.”
	How many claps for elephant?
	

	4.  Distinguish and name all upper- and lower-case letters.
	Flash cards

Magnetic letters, Foam letters

Cookie cutters shaped like letters
	Checklist
	Sort library books by beginning letter into 26 baskets

	5.  Recognize, say and write the common sounds of letters.
	Invented spelling

Interactive writing

Word wall 

Picture sorts
	Dibels
	

	6.  Distinguish letters from words by recognizing that words are separated by spaces.
	Big Book reading

Find and frame the word dog.


	Concepts of Print test
	Cut & paste matching words

	7.  Hear and say the separate phonemes in words, such as identifying the initial consonant sound in a word, and blend phonemes to say words.
	Stretch the word

What word am I saying b-a-t?
	Dibels
	Use word cards to make up words and sound out


	Standard: Phonemic Awareness, Word Recognition and Fluency Standard

	Benchmark:  B.  Demonstrate fluent oral reading, using sight words and decoding skills, varying intonation and timing as appropriate for text.

	Indicators:
	Activities & Resources
	Assessment
	Notes

	1.  Read own first and last name.
	Names everywhere!

Hold up names.  Is this person here?

Make a puzzle of letters in name
	Can child find own name out of 10 names
	Find own materials by name

	8.  Read one-syllable and often-heard words by sight.
	Word wall

Flash cards 

Controlled vocabulary books
	
	Make own dictionaries

	9.  Reread stories independently or as a group, modeling patterns of changes in timing, voice and expression.
	Big Books with copies for each child.

Choral reading
	
	


	Standard: Acquisition of Vocabulary 

	Students acquire vocabulary through exposure to language-rich situations, such as reading books and other texts and conversing with adults and peers. They use context clues, as well as direct explanations provided by others, to gain new words. They learn to apply word analysis skills to build and extend their own vocabulary. As students progress through the grades, they become more proficient in applying their knowledge of words (origins, parts, relationships, meanings) to acquire specialized vocabulary that aids comprehension.



	Benchmark:  A.  Use context clues to determine the meaning of new vocabulary.

	Indicators:
	Activities & Resources
	Assessment
	Notes

	1.  Understand new words from the context of conversations or from the use of pictures within a text.
	What do you think it means?

Cloze – what kind of word would make sense there?
	
	Teacher read-alouds and discussions 

	Benchmark:  B.  Read accurately high- frequency sight words.


	Indicators:
	Activities & Resources
	Assessment
	Notes

	2.  Recognize and understand words, signs and symbols seen in everyday life.
	Have symbols up around the room.  Flash cards of symbols and signs  

Field trips – look for the signs & symbols
	
	Books

	3.  Identify words in common categories such as color words, number words and directional words.
	Picture & word sorts
	
	Play games- “think of a toy starting with…”


	Standard: Acquisition of Vocabulary 

	Benchmark:  E.  Use resources to determine the meanings and pronunciations of unknown words.

	Indicators:
	Activities & Resources
	Assessment
	Notes

	4.  Determine the meaning of unknown words, with assistance, using a beginner’s dictionary.
	Picture dictionaries

Beginner’s dictionary

Thesaurus
	
	Make own dictionaries


	Standard: Reading Process: Concepts of Print, Comprehension Strategies and Self-Monitoring Strategies

	Students develop and learn to apply strategies that help them to comprehend and interpret informational and literary texts. Reading and learning to read are problem-solving processes that require strategies for the reader to make sense of written language and remain engaged with texts. Beginners develop basic concepts about print (e.g., that print holds meaning) and how books work (e.g., text organization). As strategic readers, students learn to analyze and evaluate texts to demonstrate their understanding of text. Additionally, students learn to self-monitor their own comprehension by asking and answering questions about the text, self-correcting errors and assessing their own understanding. They apply these strategies effectively to assigned and self-selected texts read in and out of the classroom.

	Benchmark:  A.   Establish a purpose for reading and use a range of reading comprehension strategies to understand literary passages and text.

	Indicators:
	Activities & Resources
	Assessment
	Notes

	4. Visualize the information in texts, and demonstrate this by drawing pictures, discussing images in texts or dictating simple descriptions.


	Shared Writing

Illustrations to give directions or label areas in room
	
	Illustrate in journals

	Benchmark:  B.  Make predictions from text clues and cite specific examples to support predictions.

	Indicators:
	Activities & Resources
	Assessment
	Notes

	5.  Predict what will happen next, using pictures and content as a guide.


	Directed Listening/Thinking Activity

Dramatize story – stop- what do you think will happen next?
	
	Children offer predictions, then read author’s words


	Standard: Reading Process: Concepts of Print, Comprehension Strategies and Self-Monitoring Strategies 

	Benchmark:  C.  Draw conclusions from information in text. 

	Indicators:
	Activities & Resources
	Assessment
	Notes

	7. Recall information from a story by sequencing pictures and events.


	Dramatization

Illustrate beginning, middle, end
	
	Illustrate beginning, middle, end

	Benchmark:  D.  Apply reading skills and strategies to summarize and compare and contrast information in text, between text and across subject areas.

	Indicators:
	Activities & Resources
	Assessment
	Notes

	6. Compare information (e.g., recognize similarities) in texts using prior knowledge and experience.
	Venn diagrams

Author studies

Different versions of same story (eg. The Gingerbread Boy)
	
	

	Benchmark:  E.  Demonstrate comprehension by responding to questions (e.g., literal, informational and evaluative).

	Indicators:
	Activities & Resources
	Assessment
	Notes

	8.  Answer literal

     questions to

     demonstrate 

     comprehension of

     orally read grade-

     appropriate texts.


	Discussions of text

Ask the teacher


	Illustrate & inventive spelling in journals
	


	Standard: Reading Process: Concepts of Print, Comprehension Strategies and Self-Monitoring Strategies 

	Benchmark:  F.  Apply and adjust self-monitoring strategies to assess understanding of text.

	Indicators:
	Activities & Resources
	Assessment
	Notes

	9.  Monitor   

     comprehension of 

     orally read texts by 

     asking and answering 

     questions.
	Peer group discussions

Listen to books on tape and draw a response
	
	

	Indicators:
	Activities & Resources
	Assessment
	Notes

	1.  Demonstrate an understanding that print has meaning by explaining that text provides information or tells a story.
	This is demonstrated by students on a daily basis as they select reading for varied purposes.
	Classroom teachers have many opportunities to observe students engaged in activities related to this skill.
	Illustrate the story

	2.  Hold books right side up, know that people read pages from front to back and read words from left to right.
	This is demonstrated by students on a daily basis as they select reading for varied purposes.
	Classroom teachers have many opportunities to observe students engaged in activities related to this skill.
	

	3.  Know the differences between illustrations and print.
	This is demonstrated by students on a daily basis as they select reading for varied purposes.
	Classroom teachers have many opportunities to observe students engaged in activities related to this skill.
	

	10.  Identify favorite books and stories and participate in shared oral reading.
	This is demonstrated by students on a daily basis as they select reading for varied purposes.
	Classroom teachers have many opportunities to observe students engaged in activities related to this skill.
	Graph favorites

	Standard: Reading Applications: Informational, Technical and Persuasive Text 

	Students gain information from reading for the purposes of learning about a subject, doing a job, making decisions and accomplishing a task. Students need to apply the reading process to various types of informational texts, including essays, magazines, newspapers, textbooks, instruction manuals, consumer and workplace documents, reference materials, multimedia and electronic resources. They learn to attend to text features, such as titles, subtitles and visual aids, to make predictions and build text knowledge. They learn to read diagrams, charts, graphs, maps and displays in text as sources of additional information. Students use their knowledge of text structure to organize content information, analyze it and draw inferences from it. Strategic readers learn to recognize arguments, bias, stereotyping and propaganda in informational text sources.

	Benchmark:   A.  Use text features and structures to organize content, draw conclusions and build text knowledge.

	Indicators:
	Activities & Resources
	Assessment
	Notes

	1. Use pictures and illustrations to aid comprehension.
	Picture walks

Draw to illustrate story

Retell using illustrations
	Use journals
	

	Benchmark:  C.  Identify the central ideas and supporting details of informational text.

	Indicators:
	Activities & Resources
	Assessment
	Notes

	2. Identify and discuss

    the sequence of 

    events in informational 

    text.

	Draw to show the sequence.

Act out the sequence.


	Use vocabulary: first, next, then…
	

	3.  Tell the main idea of a

     selection that has 

     been read aloud.


	“Tell your friend what this book is about.”
	Use the “Important Book” to model
	


	Standard: Reading Applications: Informational, Technical and Persuasive Text 

	Benchmark:  D.  Use visual aids as sources to gain additional information from text.

	Indicators:
	Activities & Resources
	Assessment
	Notes

	4.  Identify and discuss 

     simple maps, charts 

     and graphs.
	Create simple maps, charts and graphs.

Graph lunches, # of people in family, favorite colors.

Draw a map of the classroom, school, etc.

Helper charts, centers charts
	Can child read graph… more, less, most, least, equal
	

	Benchmark:  E.  Evaluate two- and three-step directions for proper sequencing and completeness.

	Indicators:
	Activities & Resources
	Assessment
	Notes

	5.  Follow simple 

     directions.


	Simon Says

Treasure hunt


	
	


	Standard: Reading Applications: Literary Text 

	Students enhance their understanding of the human story by reading literary texts that represent a variety of authors, cultures and eras. They learn to apply the reading process to the various genres of literature, including fables, tales, short stories, novels, poetry and drama. They demonstrate their comprehension by describing and discussing the elements of literature (e.g., setting, character and plot), analyzing the author’s use of language (e.g., word choice and figurative language), comparing and contrasting texts, inferring theme and meaning and responding to text in critical and creative ways. Strategic readers learn to explain, analyze and critique literary text to achieve deep understanding.



	Benchmark:   A.  Compare and contrast plot across literary works.

	Indicators:
	Activities & Resources
	Assessment
	Notes

	1. Identify favorite books and stories.


	Response to stories – oral, written, and drawn.

Story discussions
	
	

	3. Retell or re-enact a story that has been heard.


	Dramatization

Choral recitation

Puppetry

Flannel board stories
	
	

	Benchmark:  B.  Use supporting details to identify and describe main ideas, characters and setting.

	Indicators:
	Activities & Resources
	Assessment
	Notes

	2.  Identify the characters

     and setting in a story.
	Beginning story grammar charts
	
	


	Standard: Reading Applications: Literary Text 

	Benchmark:  C.  Recognize the defining characteristics and features of different types of literary forms and genres.

	Indicators:
	Activities & Resources
	Assessment
	Notes

	4. Distinguish between fantasy and reality.


	Fiction and non-fiction text on same subject eg. Patrick’s Dinosaurs and an informational text on dinosaurs
	
	

	5.  Recognize predictable

     patterns in stories.
	Predictable text such as cumulative tales (The House that Jack Built) or patterned books such as Brown Bear, Brown Bear, What Do You See?  

Have students write their own stories based on the pattern.
	
	


	Standard: Writing Process 

	Students’ writing develops when they regularly engage in the major phases of the writing process. The writing process includes the phases of prewriting, drafting, revising and editing and publishing. They learn to plan their writing for different purposes and audiences. They learn to apply their writing skills in increasingly sophisticated ways to create and produce compositions that reflect effective word and grammatical choices. Students develop revision strategies to improve the content, organization and language of their writing. Students also develop editing skills to improve writing conventions.



	Benchmark:  A.  Generate ideas for written compositions.

	Indicators:
	Activities & Resources
	Assessment
	Notes

	1. Generate writing ideas through discussions with others.


	Shared writing

Brainstorming

Charts, pictures, webs
	
	

	2. Choose a topic for writing.


	Shared and interactive writing
	
	

	Benchmark:  B.  Develop audience and purpose for self-selected and assigned writing tasks.

	Indicators:
	Activities & Resources
	Assessment
	Notes

	3. Determine audience.


	Thank you notes, invitations, Christmas lists, telephone messages

Various forms (telephone message pads, waitress order pads, etc) from everyday life
	
	Use writing materials at free time


	Standard: Writing Process 

	Benchmark:  C.  Use organizers to clarify ideas for writing assignments.

	Indicators:
	Activities & Resources
	Assessment
	Notes

	4. Organize and group related ideas.


	Classifying and sorting activities.

Webs and graphic organizers
	
	Compare different versions of a story

Venn diagrams

	Benchmark:  D.  Use revision strategies and resources to improve ideas and content, organization, word choice and detail.

	Indicators:
	Activities & Resources
	Assessment
	Notes

	7. Reread own writing.


	Author’s chair.
	Share own journals
	

	8. Use resources (e.g., a word wall) to enhance vocabulary. 


	Word wall

Picture dictionaries

Labels
	
	Make own dictionaries and use for journal writing

	Benchmark:  E.  Edit to improve sentence fluency, grammar and usage.

	Indicators:
	Activities & Resources
	Assessment
	Notes

	6. Use correct sentence structures when expressing thoughts and ideas.


	Sharing time

Dictation

Shared writing

Oral responses to literature
	Can child move words (on velcro) to create a sentence 
	Model sentence writing to whole group


	Standard: Writing Process 

	Benchmark:  G.  Publish writing samples for display or sharing with others, using techniques such as electronic resources and graphics.

	Indicators:
	Activities & Resources
	Assessment
	Notes

	9. Rewrite and illustrate writing samples for display and for sharing with others.
	Publication

Pen pals

Invitations and thank you notes

Put student work in hall and in room

Post student work on website


	
	


	Standard: Writing Applications 

	Students need to understand that various types of writing require different language, formatting and special vocabulary. Writing serves many purposes across the curriculum and takes various forms. Beginning writers learn about the various purposes of writing; they attempt and use a small range of familiar forms (e.g., letters). Developing writers are able to select text forms to suit purpose and audience. They can explain why some text forms are more suited to a purpose than others and begin to use content-specific vocabulary to achieve their communication goals. Proficient writers control effectively the language and structural features of a large repertoire of text forms. They deliberately choose vocabulary to enhance text and structure their writing according to audience and purpose.

	Benchmark:  A.  Compose writings that convey a clear message and include well-chosen details..

	Indicators:
	Activities & Resources
	Assessment
	Notes

	1. Dictate or write simple stories, using letters, words or pictures.
	Shared, interactive, and dictated writing activities

Drawing and labeling
	
	

	2. Name or label objects or places.
	Classroom labels both teacher and student written
	
	

	3. Write from left to right and from top to bottom.
	Shared and interactive writing.

Journals

Reader response
	
	Orient paper with stamp at top left of paper

	4. Dictate or write informal writings for various purposes.
	Journals, Reader response

Labels

Lists, notes, messages
	
	Writing center

	Benchmark:  C.  Write friendly letters and invitations complete with date, salutation, body, closing and signature.

	Indicators:
	Activities & Resources
	Assessment
	Notes

	4. Dictate or write informal writings for various purposes.
	Notes, lists, messages, labels, reader response
	
	Card making center


	Standard: Writing Conventions 



	Students learn to master writing conventions through exposure to good models and opportunities for practice. Writing conventions include spelling, punctuation, grammar and other conventions associated with forms of written text. They learn the purpose of punctuation: to clarify sentence meaning and help readers know how writing might sound aloud. They develop and extend their understanding of the spelling system, using a range of strategies for spelling words correctly and using newly learned vocabulary in their writing. They grow more skillful at using the grammatical structures of English to effectively communicate ideas in writing and to express themselves.



	Benchmark:  A.  Print legibly using appropriate spacing.

	Indicators:
	Activities & Resources
	Assessment
	Notes

	1. Print capital and lowercase letters, correctly spacing the letters.
	Copy from a model

Shared writing

Interactive writing

Journals
	
	

	2. Leave spaces between words when writing.
	Put a finger space between words (“Spaceman”)

Copy from a model

Journals
	
	


	Standard: Writing Conventions 

	Benchmark:   B.  Spell grade-appropriate words correctly.

	Indicators:
	Activities & Resources
	Assessment
	Notes

	3. Show characteristics of early letter name-alphabetic spelling.
	Invented spelling
	
	Write in journals

	4. Use some end consonant sounds when writing.
	Invented spelling
	
	

	Benchmark:   C.  Use conventions of punctuation and capitalization in written work.

	Indicators:
	Activities & Resources
	Assessment
	Notes

	5.  Place punctuation

     marks at the end of 

     sentences.
	Shared and interactive writing

Journals


	
	Model use of punctuation

Change voice for reading


	Standard: Research 



	Students define and investigate self-selected or assigned issues, topics and problems. They locate, select and make use of relevant information from a variety of media, reference and technological sources. Students use an appropriate form to communicate their findings. 

Research is used in all content areas and should be incorporated within the instruction and assessment of the content-specific standards and benchmarks.


	Benchmark:  A.  Generate questions for investigation and gather information from a variety of sources..

	Indicators:
	Activities & Resources
	Assessment
	Notes

	1. Ask questions about a topic being studied or an area of interest.
	KWL – What do you wonder/want to know?

Group discussions
	
	

	2. Use books or observations to gather information, with teacher assistance, to explain a topic or unit of study.
	Where can we find this out?

Read many different books on the topic – have many available in the room.
	
	


	Standard: Research 



	Benchmark:  B.   Retell important details and findings.

	Indicators:
	Activities & Resources
	Assessment
	Notes

	3. Recall information about a topic, with teacher assistance.
	KWL – What did we learn?

Illustrate what they learned.

Discuss what they know.
	
	Chart facts about a topic

	4. Share findings visually or orally.
	Drawings

Oral discussions
	
	Journal writing 


	Standard: Communication: Oral and Visual 

	Students learn to communicate effectively through exposure to good models and opportunities for practice. By speaking, listening and providing and interpreting visual images, they learn to apply their communication skills in increasingly sophisticated ways. Students learn to deliver presentations that effectively convey information and persuade or entertain audiences. Proficient speakers control language and deliberately choose vocabulary to clarify their points and adjust their presentations according to audience and purpose.

Communication is used in all content areas and should be incorporated within the instruction and assessment of the content-specific standards and benchmarks.



	Benchmark:  A. Use active listening strategies to identify the main idea and to gain information from oral presentations.

	Indicators:
	Activities & Resources
	Assessment
	Notes

	1. Listen attentively to speakers, stories, poems and songs.
	Read-alouds, videos, filmstrips, CD’s, tapes, puppets, computer, field trips

Manners
	
	

	Benchmark:   B.  Connect prior experiences, insights and ideas to those of a speaker.

	Indicators:
	Activities & Resources
	Assessment
	Notes

	2. Connect what is heard with prior knowledge and experience.
	Graphic organizers/ webs

KWL - What do you already know?
	
	


	Standard: Communication: Oral and Visual 

	Benchmark:  C.  Follow multi-step directions

	Indicators:
	Activities & Resources
	Assessment
	Notes

	3.  Follow simple oral 

     directions.
	Simon Says

Treasure Hunt

Craft activities
	
	

	Benchmark:   D.  Speak clearly and at an appropriate pace and volume.

	Indicators:
	Activities & Resources
	Assessment
	Notes

	4. Speak clearly and understandably.
	Sharing

Recitation of poetry

Dramatization

Puppetry
	Speech evaluation screening
	

	Benchmark:  E.  Deliver a variety of presentations that include relevant information and a clear sense of purpose.

	Indicators:
	Activities & Resources
	Assessment
	Notes

	5. Deliver informal descriptive or informational presentations about ideas or experiences in logical order with a beginning, middle and end.
	Dramatization

Puppetry

Oral reports

Sharing
	
	

	6. Recite short poems, songs and nursery rhymes.
	Choral readings

Poetry notebooks

Videotape poetry recitations 

Student chooses whatever rhyme or poem they wish to recite.
	
	Learn colon monster rhymes; color word spelling song
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