Grade Three   

	Standard: Phonemic Awareness, Word Recognition and Fluency 

	Students in the primary grades learn to recognize and decode printed words, developing skills that are the foundations for independent reading. They discover the alphabetic principle (sound-symbol match) and learn to use it in figuring out new words. They build a stock of sight words that helps them to read quickly and accurately with comprehension. By the end of third grade, they demonstrate fluent oral reading, varying their intonation and timing as appropriate for the text.



	Benchmark:  A.  Use letter-sound correspondence knowledge and structural analysis to decode words.

	Indicators:
	Activities & Resources
	Assessment
	Notes

	1.  Identify rhyming words with the same or different spelling patterns.
	Making and Writing Words
www.readingonline.org/articles/words/rasinski.html 
	
	

	2.  Use letter-sound knowledge and structural analysis to decode words.
	
	
	

	3.  Use knowledge of common word families (e.g., -ite or –ate) and complex word families (e.g., -ould, -ight) to sound out unfamiliar words.
	Word Recognition Strategies Using Nursery Rhymes
www.readwritethink.org/lessons.lesson_view.asp?id=21

	
	


	Standard: Phonemic Awareness, Word Recognition and Fluency

	Benchmark:  B.  Demonstrate fluent oral reading, using sight words and decoding skills, varying intonation and timing as appropriate for text.

	Indicators:
	Activities & Resources
	Assessment
	Notes

	4.  Demonstrate a growing stock of sight words.
	
	
	

	5.  Read text using fluid and automatic decoding skills.
	
	
	Five Surefire Strategies for Developing Reading Fluency

http://teacher.scholastic.com/professional/teachstrat/readingfluencystrategies.htm 

	6.  Read passages fluently with changes in tone, voice, timing and expression to demonstrate meaningful comprehension.
	Fluency First books
	
	Five Surefire Strategies for Developing Reading Fluency

http://teacher.scholastic.com/professional/teachstrat/readingfluencystrategies.htm 


	Standard: Acquisition of Vocabulary 

	Students acquire vocabulary through exposure to language-rich situations, such as reading books and other texts and conversing with adults and peers. They use context clues, as well as direct explanations provided by others, to gain new words. They learn to apply word analysis skills to build and extend their own vocabulary. As students progress through the grades, they become more proficient in applying their knowledge of words (origins, parts, relationships, meanings) to acquire specialized vocabulary that aids comprehension.



	Benchmark:  A.  Use context clues to determine the meaning of new vocabulary.

	Indicators:
	Activities & Resources
	Assessment
	Notes

	1.  Determine the 

     meaning of unknown 

     words using a variety 

     of context clues, 

     including word, 

     sentence and 

     paragraph clues.
	What words in the sentence or paragraph help you know what the words in bold print mean.

Draw a picture.
	Have a story with new words in bold print then have students underline the words or phrases that help them know what the words mean.
	

	2.  Use context clues to    

    determine the meaning 

    of homophones, 

    homonyms and 

    homographs.
	Have students write definitions of words. Spelling list of homophones and homonyms.
	Demonstrate that they can use them correctly by putting correct words in blanks in sentences.
	Brian Cleary Books

	Benchmark:  B.  Read accurately high- frequency sight words.


	Indicators:
	Activities & Resources
	Assessment
	Notes

	4.  Read accurately high-frequency sight words.
	Use flash cards to read words. Can do with a partner.
	Read list of words

Word wall

Flip charts 
	


	Standard: Acquisition of Vocabulary 

	Benchmark:  C.  Apply structural analysis skills to build and extend vocabulary and to determine word meaning.

	Indicators:
	Activities & Resources
	Assessment
	Notes

	5.  Apply knowledge of individual words in unknown compound words to determine their meaning.
	Decode compound words by looking at smaller words within the compound words. Have students locate compound words in a story.
	Give two columns of words. Students join words from each column to form compound words. Then use the words in sentences.
	

	6.  Use knowledge of contractions and common abbreviations to identify whole words.
	Give students a magazine have them circle contractions and abbreviations.
	Students tell what two words were used to make contractions. What word does the abbreviation stand for?
	

	7.  Apply knowledge of prefixes, including, un-, re-, pre-, and suffices, including –er, -est, -ful, 

-less.
	Word study. Use base words with prefixes and suffixes to read and decode words.
	When shown words with prefixes and suffixes the student will circle the base word. Or circle prefix or suffix.
	

	8.  Decode and determine the meaning of words by using knowledge of root words and their various inflections.
	 Write words on board with endings. Circle the endings.

Discuss word and how it changes with an ending.
	Display inflected endings and base words on board. Have students match endings to words then give meaning of new word.
	


	Standard: Acquisition of Vocabulary 

	Benchmark:  D.  Know the meaning of specialized vocabulary by applying knowledge of word parts, relationships and meanings.

	Indicators:
	Activities & Resources
	Assessment
	Notes

	3.  Apply the meaning of 

     the terms synonyms 

     and antonyms.
	Have student give you words that mean the same or opposite of the word you give them.
	Illustration

Draw like objects.

Draw opposites. Example sunny day and rainy day.
	

	Benchmark:  E.  Use resources to determine the meanings and pronunciations of unknown words.

	Indicators:
	Activities & Resources
	Assessment
	Notes

	9.  Determine the 

     meanings and 

     pronunciations of 

     unknown words by 

     using dictionaries, 

     glossaries, technology 

     and textual features, 

     such as definitional 

     footnotes or sidebars.
	
	
	


	Standard: Reading Process: Concepts of Print, Comprehension Strategies and Self-Monitoring Strategies

	Students develop and learn to apply strategies that help them to comprehend and interpret informational and literary texts. Reading and learning to read are problem-solving processes that require strategies for the reader to make sense of written language and remain engaged with texts. Beginners develop basic concepts about print (e.g., that print holds meaning) and how books work (e.g., text organization). As strategic readers, students learn to analyze and evaluate texts to demonstrate their understanding of text. Additionally, students learn to self-monitor their own comprehension by asking and answering questions about the text, self-correcting errors and assessing their own understanding. They apply these strategies effectively to assigned and self-selected texts read in and out of the classroom.


	Benchmark:   A.  Establish a purpose for reading and use a range of reading comprehension strategies to understand literary passages and text.

	Indicators:
	Activities & Resources
	Assessment
	Notes

	1. Establish a purpose for reading (e.g., to be informed, to follow directions or to be entertained).


	Have students ask themselves what they want to find out from the article or story. Ask students to read to find an answer to a question the teacher asks. 
	After reading a paragraph the student will tell orally or written if the paragraph informed, entertained, or gave directions. 
	

	6.  Create and use 

     graphic organizers, 

     such as Venn 

     diagrams or webs, to 

     demonstrate 

     comprehension.
	 Give a Venn diagram to the student with the directions to complete. Example: Complete diagram with characteristics of Snow White.
	Have students explain a diagram, chart, or web that they made.
	


	Standard: Reading Process: Concepts of Print, Comprehension Strategies and Self-Monitoring Strategies

	Benchmark:  B.  Make predictions from text clues and cite specific examples to support predictions.

	Indicators:
	Activities & Resources
	Assessment
	Notes

	2. Predict content, events and outcomes by using chapter titles, section headers, illustrations and story topics, and support those predictions with examples from the text.
	Have class discuss titles, headers, and illustrations. What do they think the story is about? What is the paragraph about? Then have them show areas of the story that support their predictions.
	Student conferencing.

Asking questions and having students use information from text that supports their answers.
	

	Benchmark:  C.  Draw conclusions from information in text. 

	Indicators:
	Activities & Resources
	Assessment
	Notes

	4. Summarize texts, sequencing information accurately and include main ideas and details as appropriate.
	After student has read a story have them retell the story in the correct order.
	Given a list of sentences from a story have students number them in the order they happened in the story.
	

	5. Make inferences regarding events and possible outcomes from information in text.
	Have students predict what will happen next in a story. Ask “why did you predict that”. What happened in the story to make you say that? 
	Paper pencil task.

Tell what happened next in the story, or act out what happened next.
	


	Standard: Reading Process: Concepts of Print, Comprehension Strategies and Self-Monitoring Strategies

	Benchmark: D.  Apply reading skills and strategies to summarize and compare and contrast information in text, between text and across subject areas.

	Indicators:
	Activities & Resources
	Assessment
	Notes

	3. Compare and contrast information between texts and across subject areas.


	Read two versions of a story to students. Have them tell how they are alike and how they are different. Or have students act out the stories.
	Use venn diagram. Students compare and contrast two stories. 
	

	4.   Summarize texts, 

      sequencing information 

      accurately and include  

      main ideas and details as 

      appropriate.
	Retell stories in the correct order.
	Have students illustrate sequence. Example: Water cycle, plant cycle, or butterfly cycle. Labeling each step.
	

	Benchmark:  E.  Demonstrate comprehension by responding to questions (e.g., literal, informational and evaluative).

	Indicators:
	Activities & Resources
	Assessment
	Notes

	7.   Answer literal, inferential 
      and evaluative questions to 
     demonstrate comprehension 
     of grade-appropriate print 
     texts and electronic and 
     visual media.


	Teacher will ask questions as story is being orally read in class.
	
	


	Standard: Reading Process: Concepts of Print, Comprehension Strategies and Self-Monitoring Strategies

	Benchmark:  F.  Apply and adjust self-monitoring strategies to assess understanding of text.

	Indicators:
	Activities & Resources
	Assessment
	Notes

	8. Monitor own comprehension by adjusting speed to fit the purpose, or by skimming, scanning, reading on or looking back.
	
	
	

	Indicators:
	Activities & Resources
	Assessment
	Notes

	9. Use criteria to choose independent reading materials (e.g., for enjoyment, for literary experience, to gain information or to perform a task).
	This is demonstrated by students on a daily basis as they select reading for various purposes.
	Classroom teachers have many opportunities to observe students engaged in activities related to this skill.
	

	10. Independently read books for various purposes (e.g., for enjoyment, for literary experience, to gain information or to perform a task).
	This is demonstrated by students on a daily basis as they select reading for various purposes.
	Classroom teachers have many opportunities to observe students engaged in activities related to this skill.


	


	Standard: Reading Applications: Informational, Technical and Persuasive Text 

	Students gain information from reading for the purposes of learning about a subject, doing a job, making decisions and accomplishing a task. Students need to apply the reading process to various types of informational texts, including essays, magazines, newspapers, textbooks, instruction manuals, consumer and workplace documents, reference materials, multimedia and electronic resources. They learn to attend to text features, such as titles, subtitles and visual aids, to make predictions and build text knowledge. They learn to read diagrams, charts, graphs, maps and displays in text as sources of additional information. Students use their knowledge of text structure to organize content information, analyze it and draw inferences from it. Strategic readers learn to recognize arguments, bias, stereotyping and propaganda in informational text sources.


	Benchmark:  A.  Use text features and structures to organize content, draw conclusions and build text knowledge.

	Indicators:
	Activities & Resources
	Assessment
	Notes

	1. Use the table of contents, chapter headings, glossary, index, captions and illustrations to locate information and comprehend texts.


	Show students a table of content, glossary, index, captions, and illustrations: ask them what information they can get from these parts of a book. 
	Given an index and glossary students can answer questions about information from each. Example : What page does Chapter  6 begin on?
	


	Standard: Reading Applications: Informational, Technical and Persuasive Text 

	Benchmark:  B.  Ask clarifying questions concerning essential elements of informational text.

	Indicators:
	Activities & Resources
	Assessment
	Notes

	2. List questions about essential elements (e.g., why, who, where, what, when and how) from informational text and identify answers.


	Use an event from your Social Studies text and have students write questions about the event. Questions must ask why, who, what. when, and how.
	Write an article for the newspaper. Include in your article why, who ,when, what, where, and how information.


	

	Benchmark:  C.  Identify the central ideas and supporting details of informational text.

	Indicators:
	Activities & Resources
	Assessment
	Notes

	3. Identify and list the important central ideas and supporting details of informational text. 


	Use a diagram with the heading Main Idea across the top and supporting details under it. Have students say what should go under each heading. 
	Given a chart with headings Topic Main Idea Supporting Details

Students should be able to fill in the chart after reading an informational article.
	


	Standard: Reading Applications: Informational, Technical and Persuasive Text 

	Benchmark:  D.  Use visual aids as sources to gain additional information from text.

	Indicators:
	Activities & Resources
	Assessment
	Notes

	4. Draw conclusions from information in maps, charts, graphs and diagrams.


	Math chart—make up story problems. Weather maps to predict weather

Graphs-chart populations
	Draw a pictograph

Possible Questions.. Show how many girls have blue eyes. How many have brown. 


	

	Benchmark:  E.  Evaluate two- and three-step directions for proper sequencing and completeness.

	Indicators:
	Activities & Resources
	Assessment
	Notes

	5. Analyze a set of directions for proper sequencing, clarity and completeness.


	Have students write directions on How to Make a Peanut Butter sandwich. Then have them try to make the sandwich following their own directions.
	Give students a set of scrambled directions. Have them unscramble them and put in the correct order.
	


	Standard: Reading Applications: Literary Text 

	Students enhance their understanding of the human story by reading literary texts that represent a variety of authors, cultures and eras. They learn to apply the reading process to the various genres of literature, including fables, tales, short stories, novels, poetry and drama. They demonstrate their comprehension by describing and discussing the elements of literature (e.g., setting, character and plot), analyzing the author’s use of language (e.g., word choice and figurative language), comparing and contrasting texts, inferring theme and meaning and responding to text in critical and creative ways. Strategic readers learn to explain, analyze and critique literary text to achieve deep understanding.



	Benchmark:  A.  Compare and contrast plot across literary works.

	Indicators:
	Activities & Resources
	Assessment
	Notes

	1. Recognize and describe similarities and differences of plot across literary works.
	Use graphic organizers, Venn diagrams, comparison charts, and story maps to compare two pieces of literature.  Use post-it notes to show what you know.
	Write several sentences to compare the pieces of literature.  Fill in a comparison chart.
	

	3.  Retell the plot 

     sequence.
	Put sentence strips from the story in the correct order.  Make time cards of story events, then put in correct order with a partner.  Fill in story map and sequence maps.  Fold paper into 6 – 8 blocks and fill in beginning, 3-4 for middle, and ending.  Use post-it notes to write events, then put in correct order. 
	Fill in story map after reading the story.  Make a flow chart of the events.  Complete a written map or story board with illustrations.
	


	Standard: Reading Applications: Literary Text 

	Benchmark:  B.  Use supporting details to identify and describe main ideas, characters and setting.

	Indicators:
	Activities & Resources
	Assessment
	Notes

	2.  Use concrete details

     from the text to 

     describe characters 

     and setting.
	Make character maps/posters by drawing pictures of the character and labeling with details from the text including both physical and emotional characteristics.  Make character cubes.  Draw a picture on  a “post card” and describe the setting in a note on the back and label picture if possible.
	Write character analysis telling the trait and why it is important.  Fill in a story map.
	

	Benchmark:  C.  Recognize the defining characteristics and features of different types of literary forms and genres.

	Indicators:
	Activities & Resources
	Assessment
	Notes

	4.  Identify and explain the

     defining characteristics 

     of literary forms and 

     genres, including fairy 

     tales, folk tales, poetry, 

     fiction and non-fiction.
	Chart similarities and differences between books being discussed.  Reading logs, journals, post-it notes to identify characteristics.
	Keep chart and lists of books read.
	


	Standard: Reading Applications: Literary Text 

	Benchmark:  D.  Explain how an author’s word choice and use of methods influences the reader.

	Indicators:
	Activities & Resources
	Assessment
	Notes

	5. Explain how an author’s choice of words appeals to the senses.
	Mark “appealing” words with a post-it note.  Make a senses chart with title in the middle surrounded by each of the five senses and then add words used that fit in the appropriate places.  Make a feelings chart, then list details in each category.  After studying a particular part of speech, have students pick out the really “juicy” word from a very descriptive passage.  Fill in the good juicy nouns with ordinary ones to compare how much better the more “juicy” text sounds and paints a picture in your mind.
	Highlight words in the text that are appealing to the senses.  Turn and Talk to partner and share words that were appealing and tell why.
	

	7. Describe methods authors use to influence readers’ feelings and attitudes (e.g., appeal of characters in a picture book; use of figurative language).


	Identify onomatopoeia, similes, and metaphors in text.  Draw pictures illustrating these types of figurative language.  Identify use of humor in the texts.
	Turn and Share with partner.
Draw and explain the author’s description.
	


	Standard: Reading Applications: Literary Text 

	Benchmark:  E.  Identify the theme of a literary text.

	Indicators:
	Activities & Resources
	Assessment
	Notes

	6. Identify stated and implied themes. 
	Use  Aesop’s Fables, Ananse  stories, or videos of stories to have students identify the implied theme after reading or listening to the story.  Use highlighter to mark the ideas in the text.
	Share in literature circles or small groups.
	


	Standard: Writing Process 

	Students’ writing develops when they regularly engage in the major phases of the writing process. The writing process includes the phases of prewriting, drafting, revising and editing and publishing. They learn to plan their writing for different purposes and audiences. They learn to apply their writing skills in increasingly sophisticated ways to create and produce compositions that reflect effective word and grammatical choices. Students develop revision strategies to improve the content, organization and language of their writing. Students also develop editing skills to improve writing conventions.



	Benchmark:  A.  Generate ideas and determine a topic suitable for writing.

	Indicators:
	Activities & Resources
	Assessment
	Notes

	1. Generate writing ideas through discussions with others and from printed material.
	Teacher should give repeated demonstrations about how to choose a topic.  Make webs or clusters of ideas.  With a partner discuss topics and what they would be most interested in writing about in the future.  Keep list in front of writing notebook.  Write down what I noticed, thought about, and heard and may want to write about later.  “I wonder about… notebooks.
	List of topics.
	

	2. Develop a clear main idea for writing.
	Teacher should demonstrate thinking process aloud.  Make a topic map with topic in the middle surrounded by who, what, when, where, why, and how.
	Topic map

Write Aloud and Shared Writing 
	


	Standard: Writing Process 

	Benchmark:  B.  Determine audience and purpose for self-selected and assigned writing tasks.

	Indicators:
	Activities & Resources
	Assessment
	Notes

	3. Develop a purpose and audience for writing.
	Shared Writing helps students become aware of reader audience for the writer.
	Shared Writing activities
	

	Benchmark:  C.  Apply knowledge of graphics or other organizers to clarify ideas of writing assessments

	Indicators:
	Activities & Resources
	Assessment
	Notes

	4. Use organizational strategies (e.g., brainstorming, lists, webs and Venn diagrams) to plan writing.
	 These organizational patterns help writers connect thoughts and develop ideas and details before writing.  Students enjoy using a variety of charts and Venn diagrams.
	Lists, diagrams, and charts
Use target for descriptive writing
	

	Benchmark:  D.  Spend the necessary amount of time to revisit, rework and refine pieces of writing.

	Indicators:
	Activities & Resources
	Assessment
	Notes

	10. Reread and assess writing for clarity, using a variety of methods (e.g., writer’s circle or author’s chair).
	Mini lessons and teacher demonstrations.  Peer conferences:  read to a partner, make changes, then read to a group.
	Teacher observations
	


	Standard: Writing Process 

	Benchmark:  E.  Use revision strategies to improve the coherence of ideas, clarity of sentence structure and effectiveness of word choices.

	Indicators:
	Activities & Resources
	Assessment
	Notes

	5. Organize writing providing a simple introduction, body and a clear sense of closure.
	Use color coding of  sentences to develop each part:  green for introduction, yellow for body, and red for closing.  Divide writing into three sessions.  First, work only on introduction and share with others.  Second, add the body and discuss.  On the third day add the closure and then put it all together.  Use story map with beginning, middle, and end ideas.
	Teacher observation
	

	6. Use a wide range of simple, compound and complex sentences.
	Generate sentences on a transparency, letting students give different kinds of sentences.  Start with the simple, then demonstrate making them into compound or complex sentences.  Teacher demonstrates revising and editing skills to show sentence combining, varying sentence beginnings, and transitions.
	Worksheets and teacher observations
	

	7.  Create paragraphs with topic sentences and supporting sentences that are marked by indentation and are linked by transitional words and phrases.
	Provide chart of time-order words.  Demonstrate how to use transitional words and walk through together, as one would think.  Write a paragraph a week reviewing all the parts.  Sandwich paragraph with top piece of  bread (topic), meat, cheese, and lettuce (details), and bottom piece of bread as closing sentence.
Use colored sentence strips to create a paragraph (ex: green- main idea, yellow- body, red-conclusion, etc)  
	Paragraph
	

	Standard: Writing Process 

	Benchmark:  E.  Use revision strategies to improve the coherence of ideas, clarity of sentence structure and effectiveness of word choices.

	8. Use language for writing that is different from oral language, mimicking writing style of books when appropriate.
	“Copy, Change” – writing own version of book changing character, setting, point of view, etc…  Picture books are good for this – such as IF YOU GIVE A MOUSE A COOKIE…
	Copy, Change stories – could be written alone or in small groups or partners.
	

	10. Reread and assess writing for clarity, using a variety of methods (e.g., writer’s circle or author’s chair). 
	Peer conferences:  read to a partner, make changes, then read to a group. 
	Teacher observations
	

	11. Add descriptive words and details and delete extraneous information.
	Develop a word bank to keep in writing folder.  Use thesaurus.  Using poetry, students can keep deleting words until the rhyme is just right.
	Paragraph revisions
	

	12. Rearrange words, sentences
      and paragraphs to clarify   

      meaning.
	Teacher demonstration and mini lessons to direct students in methods to use.  Cut apart samples to have students practice using.  Share with partner.
	Paragraph with revisions and teacher observations.
	

	Benchmark:  F.  Use a variety of resources and reference materials to select more effective vocabulary when editing.

	Indicators:
	Activities & Resources
	Assessment
	Notes

	13. Use resources and reference materials, including dictionaries, to select more effective vocabulary.


	Use thesaurus to help find synonyms.
Alpha Smarts/ Computers
	
	


	Standard: Writing Process 

	Benchmark:  G.  Edit to improve sentence fluency, grammar and usage

	Indicators:
	Activities & Resources  
	Assessment
	Notes

	14. Proofread writing and edit to improve conventions (e.g., grammar, spelling, punctuation and capitalization) and identify and correct fragments and run-ons.
	Daily Oral Language activities.   Editing center with proofreading marks chart displayed.  Students use red and blue pens for revising and editing.  Students perform this task alone first, then with a partner.  Teacher demonstrates how to do this activity – talk them through it.           
	Daily Oral Language

Paragraph revisions
	Simple Solutions Grammar
Use Whisper Phones

	Benchmark:  H.  Apply tools to judge the quality of writing.

	Indicators:
	Activities & Resources
	Assessment
	Notes

	15. Apply tools (e.g., rubric, checklist and feedback) to judge the quality of writing.
	Revising checklists

Rubrics


	Rubric
	

	Benchmark:  I.  Prepare writing for publication that is legible, follows an appropriate format and uses techniques such as electronic resources and graphics.

	Indicators:
	Activities & Resources
	Assessment
	Notes

	16. Rewrite and illustrate writing samples for display and sharing with others.
	Writing on displayed on .Story Wall.  Portfolios.

Type final draft on the computer to display in the hall.  Author’s/ Reader’s Chair. 
	Work displayed 
	


	Standard: Writing Applications 

	Students need to understand that various types of writing require different language, formatting and special vocabulary. Writing serves many purposes across the curriculum and takes various forms. Beginning writers learn about the various purposes of writing; they attempt and use a small range of familiar forms (e.g., letters). Developing writers are able to select text forms to suit purpose and audience. They can explain why some text forms are more suited to a purpose than others and begin to use content-specific vocabulary to achieve their communication goals. Proficient writers control effectively the language and structural features of a large repertoire of text forms. They deliberately choose vocabulary to enhance text and structure their writing according to audience and purpose.



	Benchmark: A.  Write narrative accounts that develop character, setting and plot. 

	Indicators:
	Activities & Resources
	Assessment
	Notes

	1. Write stories that sequence events and include descriptive details and vivid language to develop characters, settings and plot.


	“Copy, Change”-- write own version of the  book, changing characters, setting, etc…              

“Pass the Story” – using key vocabulary words from the story read.  Each student writes a sentence and must use a vocabulary word.

Character study – place a different character in the story.
Write a narrative about the water cycle from the point of view of a raindrop.
	“Copy, Change” stories 
	


	Standard: Writing Applications 

	Benchmark: B.  Write responses to literature that summarize main ideas and significant details and support interpretations with references to the text.

	Indicators:
	Activities & Resources
	Assessment
	Notes

	2. Write responses to novels, stories and poems that demonstrate an understanding of the text  and support judgments with specific references to the text. 
	Learning logs in content areas.

Response journal entries

Reading logs

Stories, reports, plays

“Talk back” cards used after new concepts are presented to class.  Students write summaries or a question relating to the new idea.
	Journals
	

	Benchmark: C.  Write formal and informal letters that include important details and follow correct letter format.

	Indicators:
	Activities & Resources
	Assessment
	Notes

	3. Write formal and informal letters (e.g., thank you notes, letters of request) that include relevant information and date, proper salutation, body, closing and signature.

 
	Write letters to sports figures, etc…or to places requesting information about the area.  Write thank you notes to parents. 
	Letters written in correct format.
	


	Standard: Writing Applications 

	Benchmark: D.  Write informational reports that include facts, details and examples that illustrate an important idea.

	Indicators:
	Activities & Resources
	Assessment
	Notes

	4. Write informational reports that include the main ideas and significant details from the text.
	Note taking 

Outlines

Keep notes on sticky notes.

Main idea charts with main ideas and details.
	Report with main idea chart
	

	5. Produce informal writings (e.g. messages, journals, notes and poems) for various purposes.
	
	Classroom teachers have many opportunities to observe students engaged in activities related to this skill.


	


	Standard: Writing Conventions 

	Students learn to master writing conventions through exposure to good models and opportunities for practice. Writing conventions include spelling, punctuation, grammar and other conventions associated with forms of written text. They learn the purpose of punctuation: to clarify sentence meaning and help readers know how writing might sound aloud. They develop and extend their understanding of the spelling system, using a range of strategies for spelling words correctly and using newly learned vocabulary in their writing. They grow more skillful at using the grammatical structures of English to effectively communicate ideas in writing and to express themselves.



	Benchmark: A.  Print legibly using appropriate spacing.

	Indicators:
	Activities & Resources
	Assessment
	Notes

	1. Write legibly in cursive, spacing letters, words and sentences appropriately.


	Guided Practice, connected alphabet, popsicle stick/clothes pin (spacing), 
	Pull paragraph from written assignment to assess cursive, use cursive on weekly spelling assessments 


	


	Standard: Writing Conventions 



	Benchmark:  B.  Spell grade-appropriate words correctly.

	Indicators:
	Activities & Resources
	Assessment
	Notes

	2. Spell multi-syllabic words correctly.


	Chunking
	Weekly assessments, daily written assignments
	

	3. Spell all familiar high-frequency words, words with short vowels and common endings correctly.
	Word walls, individual desk dictionaries, individual flip-charts for practice/reference
	Written work
	

	4.  Spell contractions, compounds and 

     homonyms (e.g., hair and hare) 

     correctly.
	Cloze, picture clues (homonyms), homonym matching puzzles
	Cloze, written work 
	

	5.  Use correct spelling of words with 

     common suffixes such as -ion, -ment 

     and -ly.
	Flip books,  
	Worksheets
	

	6.  Follow common spelling 

     generalizations (e.g., consonant 

     doubling, dropping e and changing y  

     to i).
	Worksheets, peer pairing practice 
	Worksheets
	

	7.  Use resources to check spelling 

     (e.g., a dictionary, spell check).
	Dictionary drills, scavenger hunts, prewritten (faulty) paragraph for students to spell check (computer) given a number of mistakes to find


	
	


	Standard: Writing Conventions 

	Benchmark:  C.   Use conventions of punctuation and capitalization in written work.

	Indicators:
	Activities & Resources
	Assessment
	Notes

	8. Use end punctuation correctly.
	Sentences w/out end punctuation for students to complete, 
	Worksheets, reports,  
	

	9. Use quotation marks around dialogue, commas in a series and apostrophes in contractions and possessives.
	Using telephones (play), students edit written text for dialogue, capitalization and quotation marks, writing lists, worksheets 
	Written work, worksheets
	

	10. Use correct capitalization.
	Capitalization rules, proper nouns, peer editing, 
	Pull a paragraph from written work, peer editing 
	


	Standard: Writing Conventions 

	Benchmark:  D.  Use grammatical structures to effectively communicate ideas in writing.

	Indicators:
	Activities & Resources
	Assessment
	Notes

	11. Use nouns, verbs and adjectives correctly.


	Schoolhouse (Grammar) Rock, listening activity for adjectives (draw what you hear) kinesthetic activities (verbs), word wall, activity card game (person, place, thing)
	Diagramming written work, written assignments in all areas
	

	12. Use subjects and verbs that are in agreement.


	Worksheet, subject/verb matching game with 3x5 cards, 
	Written work, worksheets
	

	13. Use irregular plural nouns.


	Worksheets
	Worksheets
	

	14. Use nouns and pronouns that are in agreement.


	Worksheets, peer editing 
	Editing a manufactured paragraph
	

	15. Use past, present and future verb tenses.


	P-P-F chart, rules for P-P-F
	Three paragraph writing in past, present, future personal situation 
	

	16. Use possessive nouns and pronouns.


	Rules for using apostrophes  properly, practice sheets
	Written work


	

	17. Use conjunctions.


	Conjunction Junction (Grammar Rock video)
	Worksheets
	


	Standard: Research 

	Students define and investigate self-selected or assigned issues, topics and problems. They locate, select and make use of relevant information from a variety of media, reference and technological sources. Students use an appropriate form to communicate their findings. 

Research is used in all content areas and should be incorporated within the instruction and assessment of the content-specific standards and benchmarks.


	Benchmark:  A.   Identify a topic of study, construct questions and determine appropriate sources for gathering information.

	Indicators:
	Activities & Resources
	Assessment
	Notes

	1. Choose a topic for research from a list of questions, assigned topic or personal area of interest.
	Seasonal topics, Biographies, Science/Social Studies connection 
	Reports, presentations
	

	2. Utilize appropriate searching techniques to gather information from a variety of locations (e.g., classroom, school library, public library or community resources).
	Library search, scavenger hunt
	Report
	

	3. Acquire information from multiple sources (e.g., books, magazines, videotapes, CD-ROM’s, Web sites) and collect data (e.g., interviews, experiments, observations or surveys) about the topic.
	Note-taking, outlines, mapping, webbing, timelines
	Reports, oral reports, video presentations
	


	Standard: Research

	Benchmark: B.  Select and summarize important information and sort key findings into categories about a topic. 

	Indicators:
	Activities & Resources
	Assessment
	Notes

	4. Identify important information found in the sources and summarize the important findings.
	Outlining, note-taking, writing paragraphs
	Reports, paragraph writing
	

	5.    Sort relevant 

       information into 

      categories about the 

      topic.
	Charts, webs, mapping, organizing information on cards, sorting
	Visual assessment of sorting, assess logical order, sequencing
	

	Benchmark: C.  Create a list of sources used for oral, visual, written or multimedia reports.

	Indicators:
	Activities & Resources
	Assessment
	Notes

	6. Understand the importance of citing sources.
	Plagiarism, site for extension of learning, giving credit where credit is due
	
	


	Standard: Research 



	Benchmark: D.  Communicate findings orally, visually and in writing or through multimedia.

	Indicators:
	Activities & Resources
	Assessment
	Notes

	7. Use a variety of communication techniques, including oral, visual, written or multimedia reports, to present information gathered.

 
	Authors chair, video presentations, plays, news reporting, impromptu dialogue
	Rubric, peer assessment
	


	Standard: Communication: Oral and Visual 


	Students learn to communicate effectively through exposure to good models and opportunities for practice. By speaking, listening and providing and interpreting visual images, they learn to apply their communication skills in increasingly sophisticated ways. Students learn to deliver presentations that effectively convey information and persuade or entertain audiences. Proficient speakers control language and deliberately choose vocabulary to clarify their points and adjust their presentations according to audience and purpose.

Communication is used in all content areas and should be incorporated within the instruction and assessment of the content-specific standards and benchmarks.

	Benchmark:  A.  Demonstrate active listening strategies by asking clarifying questions and responding to questions with appropriate elaboration.

	Indicators:
	Activities & Resources
	Assessment
	Notes

	1. Ask questions for clarification and explanation, and respond to others’ ideas.
	Twenty questions, brainstorming, collaboration, cooperative learning
	Rubric, After presentation, student will write pertinent question to submit
	

	Benchmark: B.  Respond to presentations and media messages by stating the purpose and summarizing main ideas.

	Indicators:
	Activities & Resources
	Assessment
	Notes

	2. Identify the main idea, supporting details and purpose of oral presentations and visual media. 
	Web, mapping, charting, 
	Complete web, map and other worksheets
	


	Standard: Communication: Oral and Visual 


	Benchmark: C.  Use clear and specific vocabulary to communicate ideas and to establish tone appropriate to the topic, audience and purpose. 

	Indicators:
	Activities & Resources
	Assessment
	Notes

	4. Demonstrate an understanding of the rules of the English language.
	Speak in correct, full sentences
Role play how you would talk to friends, teachers, parents
	Correctly recite student generated writing for accuracy, critique others work
	

	5. Select language appropriate to purpose and audience.
	Use correct sentence structure and grammar applications according to audience
	Audio tape presentation
	

	6. Use clear diction and tone, and adjust volume and tempo to stress important ideas.
	Audio tape
	Audio tape, student review for self-assessment, video tape throughout year 
	

	7. Adjust speaking content according to the needs of the audience.
	Present information to various grade levels
	Audience feedback, audio/video tape
	

	Benchmark:  D.   Identify examples of facts and opinions and explain their differences.

	Indicators:
	Activities & Resources
	Assessment
	Notes

	3. Identify the difference between facts and opinions in presentations and visual media.
	Students will cite proof to support facts, solicit open questions/remarks from audience to support opinions
	Note-taking, observation, checklists


	


	Standard: Communication: Oral and Visual 

	Benchmark:  E.  Organize presentations to provide a beginning, middle and ending and include concrete details.

	Indicators:
	Activities & Resources
	Assessment
	Notes

	8. Deliver informational presentations that:

a. present events or ideas in a logical sequence and maintain a clear focus;

b. demonstrate an understanding of the topic;

c. include relevant facts and details from multiple sources to develop topic;

d. organize information, including a clear introduction, body and conclusion;

e. use appropriate visual materials (e.g., diagrams, charts, illustrations) and available technology; and 

f. identify sources
	a. overhead presentation, charts, with visual aids

b. Clear presentation

c. Multiple sources information

d. Three paragraph report, presentation

e. Overhead, PowerPoint, incorporate Art, 
f. Cite resources
	Rubric

Teacher, audience questions

Rubric, Web-sites 

Rubric
	


	Standard: Communication: Oral and Visual 



	Benchmark: F.  Clarify information in presentations through the use of important details from a variety of sources, effective organization and a clear focus.

	Indicators:
	Activities & Resources
	Assessment
	Notes

	8. Deliver informational presentations that:

f. present events or ideas in a logical sequence and maintain a clear focus;

g. demonstrate an understanding of the topic;

h. include relevant facts and details from multiple sources to develop topic;

i. organize information, including a clear introduction, body and conclusion;

j. use appropriate visual materials (e.g., diagrams, charts, illustrations) and available technology; and 

k. identify sources.
	
	
	

	Benchmark: G.  Deliver a variety of presentations, using visual materials as appropriate.

	Indicators:
	Activities & Resources
	Assessment
	Notes

	9. Deliver formal and informal descriptive presentations recalling an event or personal experience that convey relevant information and descriptive details.
	Impromptu recall of recent personal experiences: holiday, school events, seasonal activities. 

Autobiographies 
	Rubric, Video/audio tape,
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